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May 20 2010 Meeting Minutes 


Arlington Human Rights Commission Minutes - Final 
May 20, 2010 


Present : Marlissa Brigggtt, Gary Horowitz, Nick Minton, Chair Nancy Rhoads, Bill Shea, Nancy Sweeney, Suzie Talukdar 

Absent : Sheri Baron, Christine Carney, Vita Cohen, Stacy Davison, Jorge Loayza, Marlene Schultz 

Open Forum - No guests this evening. 

Review of April Minutes - Minutes accepted as amended. 

Incidents and Complaints 

Chair Rhoads reported an incident at Walgreen’s. A 30 year old male reported ‘fag and Islamic’ remarks were made to him as he 
was followed to the Center. He reported this to the APD. The Chair was unsuccessful in trying to reach him by phone so a letter 
will be written and mailed to him offering his the support of the AHRC. 

The Chair reported her delight at the support of the MLK Committee’s proactive response letter to the recent incident at the 
Ottoson Middle School. The chair asked if someone would consider representing the AHRC on the MLK Committee. Tabled at 
this time. 

Brackett School - another incident was reported and again there was a decision to take no action at this time. These incidents 
reinforce the need for leadership training. 

Subcommittee Reports 

Dialogues - commissioners will continue to work on programs for the Fall. 

Schools - Chair Rhoads met with Ottoson staff members to discuss participation and financing plans for “Building Respect Task 
Force” program. 

A letter of appreciation will be written to recognize the students who came forth to report the April incident at the Ottoson. 
Books on bullying will be donated in their honor to the Ottoson Library. 


Commissioner Shea made a motion to pay the $145 registration fee for each participant who will attend the June 23 rd leadership 
program. The total of $435 was approved and second. 

The Arlington Police Department has matched our $1,000 donation for the Principal Training Program. The School Committee 
also ok’d their support. 

Commissioner Briggett will write a letter to School Committee to follow up on the consistency of school holidays that they she 
and Commissioner Cohen charted and discussed at a recent School Committee meeting 
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Policies and Procedures - Chair Rhoads expressed concern of absent Commissioners and suggested that after missing three 
meetings membership on the Commission should be reconsidered. Commissioner Shea will call involved members to express our 
concern for them. 

Community Outreach - Chair Rhoads suggested a design to change our logo to make it more modem. Choices will be considered. 

Stand Against Racism follow up- 

Freedom Riders movie was good but attendees wished for more discussion. 

Rally on Saturday was lightly attended 

Over 80 people attended Rep. Jay Kaufman’s meeting with Regina Caine. The format was well received. Chair Rhoads will write 
a summary for our town leadersand thanks them for their support. 

Other Business 

Town Day - permit application requesting double space will be done - Chair Rhoads will purchase needed supplies. 
Sub-Committees - Chair suggested we have a representative for each school PTA, school council and faculty - tabled again 
Task Force will be at our June meeting. 

Discussion regarding appointments, grants, web-page, annual luncheon tabled for a future meeting. 

Motion to adjourn was made and approved. 

Submitted by: 

Marylynn Cornell 
Staff Assistant 
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